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B ui l d i n g Li ve s, G row i n g Re l a t i o n sh i p s, Imparting Hope

A Different Message!
I have found within me a desire to see the old town streets bustling with activity;
Innocence again playing and dancing on cobblestones; doors open and the sound
of singing filling the air. It seems to be an inner drive that some how motivates me
beyond what my eyes see. It causes me to weep at times and cry aloud for the oppressed, the lame, the parched and dry. It causes me to stop and check my moorings; why am I here, where are we going, who will take note? It draws me to my
heavenly father, who initiates life, who gives us the desires of our hearts, who supplies our every
need. It anchors me to the “Chief Cornerstone”, the “Master builder”.
Clear Waters Life Center formed by concerned individuals from diverse backgrounds, has at its
core, a concern for our communities, a concern for families, a concern for individuals. We desire to
see innocence restored to our youth. Broken homes built up and spilling over with healthy family
life. Individuals set free from behaviors that have plagued them. Minds made sound by teaching
principles from the “Living Word”. With out really realizing it a heart for our small towns has
grown as well. You begin to recognize healthy individuals make healthy families. Healthy families
make healthy communities. It becomes all about growing relationships, building lives and imparting hope.
Let’s face it, the message we are hearing from the world is pretty hopeless! I am often reminded of Isaiah 42:23 “Which of you will listen to this or pay close attention in time to come?”
There comes a time when it falls in our lap to do something with the things we are seeing and hearing. Isaiah goes on to encourage us in chapter 58:11-12 “And the Lord will continually guide you,
And satisfy your desire in scorched places, And give strength to your bones; And you will be like a
watered garden, And like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. Those from among you will
rebuild the ancient ruins; you will raise up the age-old foundations; And you will be called the repairer of the breach, The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.” Our message is definitely different! It is a message of hope. It is a message not just in word but in our actions. We are able to
encourage our youth. We are able to support individuals. We are able to strengthen families. We
are able to equip others. We are able to restore hope to our communities. How are we able?
Through the Lord who strengthens us. It is His heart, His desire and His Spirit that compels us to
join together and make a difference, here in our communities.
God is truly doing an amazing thing here. It is such a privilege to be a part of what all of you are
doing together. You are being used mightily! You are the restorers of the streets in which to
dwell! I am blessed by each of you, in Him, Darien.
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Adoption Avenue
Adoption Avenue Teams with
God’s Children in Haiti
It was a whirlwind trip to Haiti and back the first week in April. Amy
Twedt, head of God’s Children Adoption Agency, Fergus Falls, MN
travels to Haiti every other month in order to bring support and prayer to
the staff and 38 children awaiting homes. She allowed Adoption Avenue
to come along in order to better see, first hand, the connecting link
through Clear Waters Life Center.
“Living with 38 children, ages 4 months to 15 years was an experience one never forgets,” says Kathleen Kjolhaug, volunteer for Adoption Avenue. “We not only saw the heartbeat of her mission, but we felt each beat in
the heat of the day and night. Some children are awaiting placement while their paper work continues to be
processed within the Haitian agencies. It is painstakingly slow for families who wait, and there are never any
guarantees,” she continues. “However, the hope lies within the cards, pictures, and prayers sent through Amy
to the children. Without prayer, there are no miracles, and the miracle of adoption is amazing.”
And wait they do. Haiti has rules that must be followed. The top two criteria that must be met is that at least
one of the adoptive parents must be 35 years old. The second necessary component is that the number of birth
children a family must have cannot be more than two. However, that is one rule that can be bent. With a signature from the president of Haiti, it can be made the exception to the rule. There are many cases that receive
dispensation from the president and therein lies the miracle of hope.
While the team was there, they were privileged to bring home three babies from a hospital where they had
been cared for. Sponsorship is a need while the children await homes. Amy sees to it that the children have
money for schooling as all Haitian run schools are private pay, with the cost being between 100 and 300 dollars per student per year.
Haiti has recently signed the Hague agreement which changes the adoption process within Haiti. The process
will involve a little more paper work on the part of the agency and a lot more prayer on the part of those desiring to adopt. Clinging to the verse which says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” Amy
moves full speed ahead.
“It’s about the children. It’s all about the children,” says Amy Twedt. She has one goal in mind, getting the
children into families. “They deserve families. They need families. That’s what this is all about.”
For more information please contact Adoption Avenue at 218-776-2789.

Adoption
Avenue

“Every good and perfect gift is from above….”
James 1:17
Mission Statement:
To LINK families with agencies
which will help them through the adoption process.
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A thought.
A simple thought.
I've often wondered whether it is my own subconscious whisper or an idea planted by the dark and unseen. The latter, if looked
at closely, is a attempt to shift blame, since I am inherently evil, flawed by nature. I am also not naive, the enemy is always here...
Nevertheless, the thought seems to come from nowhere. Not that it matters. Where it has originated has no bearing. It is in my
head. It is now a question about how I respond to it. I've found that simply ignoring it doesn't erase it, but actually helps it become more
powerful.
A foothold for the fallen...
I have an acute tendency to rationalize. It always been amazing to me how I can make the most absurd idea seem justified. It's
owed to me; I've earned it; I'm not hurting anyone. The list is endless, full of self-centered motives. I chase meaningless distractions attempting to forget the pain I've brought down on myself.
What decision I make, whether it be sooner or later, will have an effect on my life, as well those around me. Many times I have
made it out of a situation I created, seemingly unhurt. Only to find out later, my mistake took a toll on somebody else.
I've wronged many. How many more that I don't know about?
Even when it seems the right choice was made, the consequences that follow can be painful and unexpected. Again this is born of
self-centered motives. I can make myself believe I have others well-being or the greater good in mind, when it is really about getting
something for me.

I am selfish.
I am prideful.
I am a worthless sinner...
...and I am saved.
Rich Morrison

MSH Apartment in Gonvick

Page 3

www.clearwaterslife.org

We are excited as a classroom is being transformed into an apartment and our transitional women’s apartment is almost ready for
occupancy! Completely furnished, it has a full kitchen and bath,
living room and dorm-style bedroom that will sleep up to four,
including one staff person. Having this space available will allow
MSH to bring hope and a future to young
women in need of a safe, family environment where they can learn vocational skills,
develop healthy lifestyle habits and grow in
their spiritual walk.

218-776-2789 cwlc@gvtel.com

I rarely make the right choices. I never seem to understand that its not good when I'm at the controls of my life. I would think that
after dragging myself out of the wreckage of one crash, only to find myself in another, I would realize...I can't drive.
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A Simple Thought...
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Summer Youth Connection

All summer youth programs are FREE!
Registration is required, call 218218-776776-2789.

Etiquette Dinner
Learn proper etiquette and practice your
newly acquired skills at dinner at Fireside
in Bagley. Friday, June 17, 3:00 to 7:00

Hola, Amigos!
Try learning a bit of Spanish this summer at our Spanish Day Camp,
Monday-Thursday June 6-9; 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Daily games and
activities will help us learn numbers, colors, clothing, food, and simple
conversations in Spanish. A daily favorite is "El Cafe" where participants
take turns being servers and customers while ordering and serving real
food (snacks) off a menu. Another favorite is the Pet Store on our final
day where kids will create a pet store using stuffed animals and take turns
as customers and clerks while learning animal names and money.
For students entering 4-9th grades. Check it out! Teacher: Nila Bassett

Our summer musical will be a combination: stomp, dance and puppet production. What kid does not want to beat on pots and pans, or drum on a
trash can? Stomp music is all this with fun, high energy and a unique appeal
to kids. All of the songs and drama teach the values seen in Joseph's life integrity, faith, courage, endurance, humility, compassion, and forgiveness.
Three teams: stomp, dance and puppetry will offer something for almost
everyone. For youth, 4th through 12th grade. Practice: June 30, July 1 & 58, 1:00 to 4:00 PM at CWLC-Gonvick. Our week winds up with our performances during Gonvicks rodeo
days, Friday, July 8, with a 5:00 PM supper followed by the performance at 6:00 PM.
Our final performance will Saturday, July 9, at 5:00 PM

Coming in August: Visit us at our food booth, right next to the 4-H Building, at the Clearwater County Fair. Plus
two sports camps will be offered: volleyball, August 9-12, and basketball, August 16-18.
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Art Mondays in Gonvick
Classes are offered Mondays from 1:001:00-4:00 PM.
7th Grade to Adult
Silhouette Mural Workshop
Come and help make your mark on the wall!
You will be helping produce a sports-related mural on the gym wall using YOUR shadow and acrylic
paint. See Music Room Silhouette Mural in the picture to the right. FREE!

Sculpture Workshop
Join artist Al Belleveau and Jay Jones as they inspire and instruct you in welding skills and creative
design to produce an entrance sculpture for the
sculpture garden in Gonvick. Also if you have a
junk pile you would like to give us access to take
scrap metal please let us know. FREE. June 6, 13,
20, 22 (wed) & 27.

Learn hand building,
throwing on a wheel,
glazing & firing in this
three-week class. We
will learn about Raku
technique and experiment with the outdoor
form of firing also. This
class will be held two
times each Monday:
1-3pm and 7-9pm.
July 11, 18 & 25. $5.00
per class for adults.
Youth are FREE

Mission Team Coming June 20-27

If you would like to be a part of Mission Week in any way, call us at 218-776-2789 and ask for
Becky. Work will be done on site in Gonvick, Tuesday, June 21 through Friday, June 24, 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM. Mission Week will wrap up with a neighborhood picnic and kids’ games on
Saturday, June 25, 11:00 AM - 3::00 PM. Experience with us the fun and blessings of home missions.
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Again this summer, we are privileged to host a Mission Team from City Hill Fellowship in Eden
Prairie. Thirty youth and adults will join with youth and adults from our communities to work on
the Gonvick building and grounds. We will be painting, landscaping, building and creating. A
couple members of the Mission Team are artists who will be assisting us with the creative projects. Transformation happens quickly when we work together. CWLC has once again been
blessed with a Valspar grant which will provide paint and clear coat to refinish the hallway floors.

218-776-2789 cwlc@gvtel.com

This activity is funded, in part, by the Minnesota arts and cultural
heritage fund as appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on
November 4th, 2008.

Pottery
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Grand Opening
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Saturday, April 30th,
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Free flower to the first 50 customers!!!
Extended hours: May 2 – June 18
Monday – Friday: 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Come see us for your gardening needs.
Large assortment of seeds, planters, and starter vegetables. Seed potatoes, onion sets & bare root strawberries, raspberries, and asparagus.
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We will be open Mother’s Day!
Hours: 12:00 - 3:00 PM
Open Memorial Day for your convenience

Located on the East side of Clear Waters Life Center • Gonvick, 226 Elm St. 218-487-5290
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Good used, cleaned, refinished or repurposed furniture and new
handcrafted benches with different finishes created weekly.
Located on the north side of Clear Waters Life Center • Gonvick

OPEN: MondayMonday-Saturday 1010-4pm
Good used household items and clothing put out daily.
Located on the 3rd floor of Clear Waters Life Center • Clearbrook

OPEN: Tuesday - Friday 8:30

AM-4:00 PM

A variety of Christian books, Bibles and gifts available for purchase.

Located on the 2nd floor of Clear Waters Life Center • Clearbrook.

For weekly updates: Check us out on www.facebook.com. Connect us
with your friends and help spread the word.
Also use www.goodsearch.com as your Internet search engine and contribute a penny to Clear Waters Life every time you do a search.

______I want to become a monthly financial donor and will commit to giving $________ per month.
I understand I will receive a monthly donation coupon book for this purpose.
_____ I want to make a one time donation of $________.
Please return to: CWLC, PO Box 155, Clearbrook, MN 56634
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If you would like to become a financial supporter of the Clear Waters Life Center please send this in with the
needed information. All donations are tax deductable.
Name ________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City _______________________________State ________Zip _____

218-776-2789 cwlc@gvtel.com

Stop in and look over our newest “Gifts from Haiti” selection. 100% of the proceeds will go to our
Adoption Avenue program.

PO Box 155, 256 2nd Ave. SW, Clearbrook, MN 56634

OPEN: Monday & Wednesday 99-4pm & Saturday 99-2pm

We SO Appreciate each of YOU!
Dear Alumni of Gonvick and Clearbrook,
Clear Waters Life Center Executive Directors, Becky Dorman
and Darien Northup, and the Board of Directors wish to extend a special “Thank You” to those of you who blessed us
with your financial support in response to our recent letter.
We are awed by the opportunities that God entrusts to us to
meet the spiritual, physical, mental and emotional needs of our communities.
Your financial and prayer support enable us to continue our programming and
keep the doors open. Thank you!
Supporting the businesses of Clear Waters Life Center is supporting the programming of CWLC. All profits from
business sales go back into our programs which build lives, grow relationships and impart hope to individuals
and families in our communities. Share the vision; reap the rewards.

256 2nd Ave SW
PO Box 155
Clearbrook, MN 56634

